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Risk Assessment

	What needs to be assessed?
	What should be included?

	Land use history

	· Historically how has the land been used?

· How are adjacent fields/properties used?

· How are indoor growing facilities used (where applicable, including green houses and hydroponic operations)

· What physical, chemical or biological contamination has been identified?
· What is currently being implemented to reduce identified risks?


	Water system

This risk assessment should be reviewed 
annually and updated after any changes have 
been made to the water system.  Take account 
of any surface water issues that may occur 
during weather events.
	· Water source testing history

· Potential physical, chemical, and biological hazards

· Potential hazards from sources off of the farm

· Hazard control procedures already in place
· Water source used for pesticide application


	Animal activity in and around production areas

This written risk assessment should be 
completed annually.  Regular monitoring of 
the fields for domestic and wild animal 
activity should occur.  (A pre-harvest 
assessment combined 
with other field tasks is 
fine.)
	· What animals are active in the area?

· What is the approximate number of animals?

· When are they typically seen?

· What are they eating?

· Are the animals affecting your water source?

· What crops are at risk and what is the timing of the activity in relation to the harvest date of the crop?



	Soil amendments

This risk assessment should be reviewed 
annually and updated after any changes have 
been made to your soil amendment practices.  
	· The location of these soil amendments should be assessed to determine if run-off or cross contamination is occurring

· Animal based manures should be stored and applied so that run-off is reduced

· When animal based manures are used the paths of equipment and workers should be assessed to determine if there is potential for cross contamination

· The composting process for animal based manures should be reviewed to determine if best management practices are being used



	Packing House/Area and Methods
	· What area is used to clean and pack produce?  
· Is the area subject to animal intrusion?

· How are harvest containers cleaned?

· How are harvest containers stored?

· What is the water source for cleaning containers and produce?

· Does water have the ability to pool on the packing area floor?

· How are packing surfaces cleaned and sanitized?

· What customer packaging is used? 

· Are workers properly trained to reduce cross contamination in the packing area?

· Are cooler temperatures maintained at appropriate levels?

· Are cooler wall and floor surfaces able to be cleaned and sanitized?

· Does water from refrigeration units pool on the floor of the cooler/storage/packing area?



	Distribution methods
	· Containers used

· Display surfaces

· Product transportation

· Worker training

· Shopping bags used

· Animal intrusion

· Water use

· Wash station for workers and customers

· Restroom facilities
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